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Synopsis

In this collection of nineteen unforgettable essays, Dr. Selzer describes unsparingly the
surgeonA¢a -4,¢s art. Both moving and perversely funny, Mortal Lessons is an established classic
that considers not only the workings and misworkings of the human body but also the meaning of

life and death. With a Preface written by the Author especially for this edition.
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Customer Reviews

In this collection of nineteen unforgettable essays, Dr. Richard Selzer describes unsparingly the
surgeon’s art, opening up the body to view, one part at a time. Both moving and perversely funny,
Mortal Lessons is an established classic that considers not only the workings and misworkings of
the human body, but also the meaning of life and death. And although Dr. Selzer’'s dark humor
makes the burgeoning tumors and ulcerations of his essays more bearable, he is frank about the
mysterious and dreaded inevitable - the sometime surprise, as he calls it, at the center of surgery:
death. Behind his traditional "surgeon’s arrogance" the reader will find endearing self-mockery, a
very real empathy for his patients, and the ready suggestion that even the surgeon is still very small

when he stands before nature.
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| first read this book many years ago and have given it as a gift several times. | highly recommend

for inspirational content, beautiful writing, and a brilliant mind | wish | knew/had known.

Mortal lessons , notes on the art of surgery, written by an Richard Selzer is recomended to anyone
who would like insight into the mind of an accomplised surgeon and a first rate writer. The book is

compelling and an enriching experience. Robert L. Glaser , Paris. France.

A great book, | ate it up. Wonderful writing and vocabulary. Selzer describes many human organs

and the lore surrounding them. Very little that was dry or overly technical.

Being myself a member of the Kidney Stone Producers fraternity, | appriciate a precise description
of stone germination, growth, and agony of elimination. Dr. Selzer is a poet and an admirer of the
human body. Both medical students and patients would find the book educating and entertaining.

Dr. Shabalovskaya, Sc.D, Ph.D.

| saw a quote from this book cited in another reading and read the abstract. i bought this for my son

who is on his way to be a doctor and may want a more complex view.

Read this ... You won't be able to put it down.

Great book, quick delivery.

Our son loved the book!
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